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Esme: My name is Esme, I’m doing a level 2 Production Cheffing Apprenticeship.

I work on an Army base and I serve lots and lots of people.

I work Monday, Wednesday and Thursday.

I sign in and put on my uniform. I wash my hands, I get my recipe, weigh out the ingredients.

I have a caring team. They help me every day with my chopping skills, cooking skills, serving skills. I like working with them. 

Mary: My name’s Mary. I’m the General Manager for Sodexo working on Denison barracks. 

Tori: My name is Tori from HIT Training and I am a Vocational Trainer. 

Mary: Esme was introduced to me from Foxes Academy and was looking to take on an apprenticeship. I met her over a Teams meeting to find out what would be the best apprenticeship for Esme to do. 
Tori: Her passion is in the kitchen, and food and cooking. So we placed her on to a Level 2 Production Chef which would enable Esme to participate in things like chef academies.

Esme: I first met Mary when I was at Foxes, she told me about the apprenticeship I’m going to do. I like to cook curries and casseroles. I’ve learnt about HACCP sheets. Serve the person the right amount of food and if they have an allergen.

Mary: There’s not one particular person that supports Esme. We all support Esme. Working with different personalities and different abilities, it gives Esme a wider range of people to work with. As Esme calls it, her working family. 

Esme is a very independent young lady. She’s got passion and drive within herself. Chico, who’s also done an apprenticeship with us, he’s gone through the steps, so he actually guides her where to go and what’s needed as a requirement.

Tori: It’s great to see that there’s so much support on site for Esme. 
Mary: My advice for others would be to believe in yourself, believe you can do it, there is people out there to support you. 
Tori: You’ll be surprised at what an apprenticeship can do. It’s for everybody, it’s not for a select few, it’s for everybody, it’s inclusive. 

Esme: My favourite part of the day is where I interact with the team and follow my recipes. I guess my advice to others is enjoy your work, have a good day with your team. I would choose to describe my apprenticeship as outstanding. It makes me proud. 
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